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Connie McEldowney
The Foundation of Society, the Family

This Ohio mother of six regularly went to abortion clinics 
to pray for the babies when one day she made a profound 
observation about the women entering the clinic. “I realized 
they weren’t evil. They were really scared. I felt for them.” 
On her drive home she prayed to God that he would “make 
her a better option than abortion for those girls.” He answered.

Since that day she has opened her home to homeless 
pregnant teens and their babies (a population that has been 
growing in her home town of heroin-riddled Dayton). She 
helps them get on their feet by finding work and daycare, 
and she has even adopted three of their children. Through 
donations from the community, she opened Rustic Hope, a 
resource center next to her home where moms can get free 
diapers, clothing, furniture, food, and other necessities.

The future of humanity passes through 
the family. Protect your families! See in 
them your country’s greatest treasure.

- Pope Francis

“
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Deacon Pablo Perez
Visiting the Imprisoned

Growing up in Chicago, Deacon Perez was a drug-addicted gang banger who survived an overdose. 
Today, he is the Chaplain in the maximum security division at Cook County Jail. For eight years, as 
Associate Director of the Kolbe House, he has spent his days ministering and bringing communion to 
those behind bars. Kolbe House is a ministry that trains volunteers to visit inmates. It offers bilingual 
Bible studies, Masses, and Communion services to those in jail, and it ministers to families of the 
incarcerated, families of victims, and those released from jail or prison.

The human being develops 
when he grows in the Spirit, 

when his soul comes to know 
itself and the truths that God 

implanted deep within.
- DOCAT 48

“
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Father Bob Lombardo
Feed the Hungry

On December 1, 1958, a fire roared through Our Lady of the Angels School, killing 92 students and 
three religious sisters. Located on Chicago’s poor west side, the church fell into disrepair and was 
closed for fifteen years. Fifty years later, it is a bustling parish, school, and ministry that serves 700 
families each month with food, clothing, tutoring, after-school activities, Bible study, and retreats. It is 
now the center of an improving Humboldt Park. It was a miraculous renaissance that usually demands 
millions of dollars, but in this case, only needed one radically passionate man: Fr. Bob Lombardo. 

A founding member of the Franciscan Friars of 
the Renewal, an order committed to serving the
destitute and homeless, the late Cardinal Francis 
George of the Archdiocese of Chicago asked Fr. 
Bob to establish a mission at the former parish, 
not only because of its history, but also to let the
neighborhood know that the Church had not
forgotten them. Today, the church stands 
gleaming in the outskirts of downtown Chicago, 
a sign of grassroots urban renewal for a 
community long ignored.

Fr. Bob has attracted many vocations along the 
way, including Sr. Alicia Torres, popularly known 
as the nun who won ‘Chopped’ on the Food
Network. From cooking at the community soup 
kitchen, leading retreats, and running in the
Chicago Marathon to raise funds, Sr. Alicia has 
found her life’s calling through the apostolate of 
the Mission.

The poor must be at the heart     
of the Church, or else the    

Church betrays her mission.
- DOCAT 94

“



76

Alan Graham
The Human Person, Uniquely and 
Infinitely Valuable

After a successful career in commercial real 
estate, Alan Graham gave it all up to follow a 
call to feed the hungry and house the homeless 
of Austin, Texas. In 1998, Alan and several 
friends started Mobile Loaves & Fishes, a meal 
truck that has served more than 5 million meals 
to homeless men and women. Twenty years 
later, still not feeling like that was enough, Alan 
developed a 51-acre community where the 
chronically homeless now have a place to call 
home. The Community First Village currently 
has 140 micro-houses and 100 RV’s that allows 
affordable and permanent housing for the 
formerly homeless and middle class families who 
want to downsize and live among the homeless 
in their community.

Not only do Alan and his volunteers serve the poor by bringing food and providing shelter, but they 
also help them become part of the larger community through teaching them new skills like organic 
gardening, art, blacksmithing, woodworking, auto repair, and concessions. Alan’s deep desire to serve 
the Lord and bring Christ to others has created a place that enables his homeless brothers and sisters 
to heal, rediscover hope, renew their purpose, restore their dignity, and truly have a sense of home.

When we serve the poor and the 
sick, we serve Jesus. We must 
not fail to help our neighbors, 

because in them we serve Jesus.
- SAINT ROSE OF LIMA

“
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Sharon Mason

God says: I have willed it that 
one should need another and 
that all should be my ministers 
in distributing the graces and 

gifts they have received from me.
- SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENNA

“

Healing the Marginalized

Sharon Mason’s story is a profound demonstration 
of what a mother will do for love of her child. 
Her second son, Andrew, was born with a rare 
neurogenetic disorder called Angleman Syndrome. 
Doctors informed her that he would never walk 
or speak. Unsatisfied with this prognosis and 
struggling with God to understand why this would 
happen, she sought solace in an unusual way... 
by buying a horse! While riding to relieve some of 
her own stress and worry, she was introduced to 
a therapy that uses horses to treat children and 
adults with special needs. Her initial skepticism 
turned into belief and advocacy when her son began 
to walk six months after receiving equine assisted 
therapies. From there, Equine Dreams was born.

In 1996, with one horse and a rented stable, Sharon 
and her family began treating men, women and 
children with special needs. Today, Equine Dreams 
sits on 13 acres, with indoor and outdoor arenas, 
riding trails, a prayer garden, and twenty-eight 
horses that work with people daily. Not only is it a 
place where people come to improve their quality 
of life, but it is also a place where many rediscover 
their purpose and meaning in life through the 
natural surroundings of the farm and through 
Sharon’s humility and love for God and his children.
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Jordan & Jessie Schiele
The Environment, Safeguarding        
God’s Creation

Jordan Schiele grew up a cradle Catholic in 
a wealthy suburban family who went to Mass 
but had only a vague concern for the suffering 
around them. When his eyes were opened to 
that suffering, it started him on a Franciscan 
journey of living simply and creating a 
community that serves those in need.

Jerusalem Farm, founded by Jordan and his 
wife, Jessie, is a radical light of Christ in their low 
income, urban neighborhood in Kansas City. It’s 
a Catholic “Intentional Community,” which means 
they live like monks in the world.

Prayer is mixed into their day and they take 
many opportunities to fast from modern luxuries 
throughout the week such as water or electricity, 
electronics, heat and A/C, and even showering! 
They undertake these fasts to become more 
aware of the suffering of others who do not have 
these luxuries.

Jerusalem Farm serves the community by 
working as licensed contractors repairing the 
homes of those in need, asking only for material 
costs if the homeowners can afford it. They 
teach neighbors how to grow their own food, 
and they offer weekend retreats.

The rural family must regain 
its place at the heart of the        

social order.
- POPE BENEDICT XVI

“




